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‘We don’t want to lose touch with the young people’

Youth centre funding
cut set to ‘damage
lives for generations’

A YOUTH centre boss has spoken
out about the “massive blow” of
losing funding from the council.
Jackie Rosenberg, deputy chief
executive at Paddington Development Trust which manages the
Stowe Centre, Harrow Road, said it
will be losing out on sessions and
there would be five redundancies.
Westminster Council withdrew all
its funding for youth centres around
the borough last September.
Ms Rosenberg said: “We can’t
afford to run the traditional youth
club that we have been running, as
the grant cuts are really hard to
replace, year in, year out. We don’t
want to lose the connection with all
these young people and to cut these
services.”
The centre in Westbourne Park
currently holds sessions four nights
a week for teenagers, but this will be
reduced to just one from the start of
April.
Ms Rosenberg added: “The bit
that gets lost in translation is when
you have a full-time senior youth
worker, a lot of their work is not just
delivering sessions in the evening,
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managing staff or setting up activities. It is the relationship they have
with the local police, social workers,
family workers. Our senior workers
spend a lot of time engaging families and children and all those other
people. That will be a big loss that
will be a lot less visible.”
The senior youth worker facing
redundancy has been with the centre
for many years, said Ms Rosenberg.
“He knows whole families, generations of families, he has seen them
grow up – you cant really put a
value on that.”
Ms Rosenberg is one of the
trustees for the new Young Westminster Foundation, which is part
funded by the council and partly by
the John Lyons charity. “They will
be raising money for children and
young people, but it has just started.
It will take quite a while to replace
such levels of funding.”
And while they were “working
hard” with the foundation to find
longer term solutions, she added, “I
won’t pretend this isn’t a massive

blow. And we are not alone. The
Avenues youth centre [in Queen’s
Park], Four Feathers [in Lisson
Grove], there were 14 youth centres
that received some level of funding”.
At the moment, there are also drama sessions for younger children
from Fliss’s Fame Academy and Ms
Rosenberg hopes other organisations will host activities at the centre.
She added: “I passionately believe
in having lots of provision for young
people. Historically in areas of London and the UK, where there has
been inadequate provision, those
areas pay the price for that. How
often do you hear that there is not
enough for young people to do?”
Westminster Labour leader Adam
Hug said: “Sadly our worst fears are
becoming a reality. This heartless
and thoughtless Tory cut will damage lives for generations to come.
The council leadership should be
ashamed of itself.”
The council did not respond to
West End Extra’s request for a comment in time for publication.

Sharing her story: Amsaa with Lord Mayor Steve Summers in the library

Amsaa’s flight from the Mosul bombs
A WOMAN taking part
in a library course has
recalled how she would
run home afraid of the
sound of bombing as a
child in Mosul, Iraq,
writes Alina Polianskaya.
Amsaa, who came to
London last year
because of the war, was
sharing her story as
part of a 10-week
Westminster Adult
Education Service
course, A World in A
Suitcase, in Lisson
Grove.
Students received
certificates for
completing the project

and an exhibition has
been set with a
slideshow, audio
recordings and
photographs of the
group sessions.
Amsaa said: “I was
studying interior design
but I had to leave my
studies and my country
because of the war.
“I hope to be able to
speak English well and
resume my studies here
in London. This project
really helped me regain
my confidence, reignited
my passion in education
and has put me on the
right path for improving

my language skills.”
The Lord Mayor of
Westminster Steve
Summers, a former
student at the centre,
handed out the
certificates and praised
the students for their
hard work.
The exhibition is on
until February 24.

‘Save our spa’ petition
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sessions. People from all
different walks of life, all
different age groups,
classes, religions are represented. It is very
diverse and democratic.”
The changes are part of
a £750,000 investment
that would go towards
new treatment rooms, a
new sauna, new furniture
and an overall upgrade to
facilities.
While users welcome
the renovation there are
many details they are
unhappy with, such as an
upgraded restaurant in
the relaxation area.
The petition said: “We
do not wish to see the
Porchester Spa turned
into a bland metropolitan
spa.”
It also referred to “misconceived changes of
use” and lack of consultation.
The baths date from the
mid-1920s, and were
built within the Grade IIlisted Porchester Centre
in an elaborate design
with mahogany, marble,
glazed brick and teak, at
a time when public
washrooms were being

introduced across the
country.
Cllr David Harvey,
cabinet member of environment, sports and
community, at Westminster Council, said: “No
decisions about the running of the Porchester
Spa, including proposals
around mixed-gender
sessions, have been taken.
“People can have their
say on the future of the
spa as part of our consultation which is open until
February 28. We look
forward to meeting local
people, including existing spa users and those
who may use the refurbished facilities in the
future, and listening to
their views.
“The £750,000 investment in the refurbishment
of the Porchester Spa is a
great opportunity.
“We want the refurbishment to celebrate the
heritage of the spa while
investing in its future.
This work will form part
of a £9million investment
in leisure centres across
Westminster through the
council’s contract with
Everyone Active.”

‘Save the
Porchester
Spa
community’
petition has
been signed
by 775
people
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